
 

 
 

 

English 131  
 

Course Syllabus 
 

Fall 2009 Semester 

 
INSTRUCTOR 
   Ms. Doran 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR’S EMAIL 
   cjodoran@gmail.com 
 
 
CLASSES 
   English 131-57, MW, 2:10—3:50 p.m. 
         Room: L-221 
 
   English 131-85, MW, 4:10—5:50 p.m. 
         Room: L-212 
    
 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
MW, 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
THEME OF COURSE 
   Discourse Communities 
 
 
 
TEACHING PHILOSOPHY 
My goal is to create a safe, academic 
environment where students can learn, feel 
comfortable making mistakes, and realize 
the need for revision.  
 
My approach is always rhetorical in 
nature. I try to help my students see how 
audience and culture call for special 
awareness and work in writing…. a 
writing that is not based on rules so much 
as it is based on making meaning and 
communicating well. 
 
I acknowledge that students have different 
learning styles, and I try to integrate 
different ways of sharing information 
needed for writing and communicating. 
 
I like to think that I help my students to 
use and apply critical thinking skills, to 
use guidelines as guidelines and not as 
rules, and to communicate more easily 
with others and ask questions. I also like to 
think that my students end up more open 
to writing and communicating.  

 
REQUIRED TEXT 
The Wadsworth Guide to Research, by Susan K. Miller-Cochran and Rochell L. Rodrigo, ISBN-
13: 978-0-485-79966-5, Copyright: Cengage Learning, 2009 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
English 131 is the first college-level composition course in a two-semester sequence. This course 
emphasizes critical reading, critical thinking, and critical writing skills. Through readings, we will 
explore various topics and various types of writing. Through essays, written in and out of class, 
we will practice demonstrating the development of a clear main idea through well-organized 
supporting material, written in correct, effective English. To meet the above goals, writing 
assignments will be assigned. These assignments will include an analysis and summary of an 
article and a persuasive paper synthesizing multiple sources. 
 
GOAL STATEMENT 
The goal of English 131 is to prepare students to write effectively, observing the conventions of 
English expected by educated readers of academic and professional communication. 
 
MAJOR CORE COURSE OBJECTIVES (MEASURABLE) 
1. Write an essay containing a clearly stated thesis.  
2. Demonstrate adequate skill in introducing and concluding an essay.  
3. Identify appropriate and relevant evidence to be presented using a variety of rhetorical 

modes, including summary and argumentation 
4. Organize the supporting details in a clear and logical order using transitions to connect 

sentences and paragraphs.  
5. Employ rhetorical strategies appropriate and transferable to assignments in other disciplines 

or professional contexts.  
6. Synthesize and explain divergent viewpoints on an issue.  
7. Define a research interest and develop it using multiple sources.    

 Select relevant information from multiple sources and use that information, along with 
personal experiences and observations, to support a point.  

 Introduce direct quotations and paraphrases accurately, and use a formal method of 
documentation.   

8. Write an in-class essay that earns a passing grade.   
9. Write clear, direct sentences, varied in length and construction, that apply basic principles of 

coordination, subordination, and parallelism.  
10. Minimize errors in grammar and mechanics.  
11. Employ precise and accurate diction as a result of vocabulary acquisition. 
12. Revise work after collaboration with other students and/or suggestions from the instructor.  

 
Reading Objectives.   
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to accomplish the following:  
1. Identify main idea and supporting details in college level essays.  
2. Analyze the general structural pattern of essays.  
3. Distinguish an author's viewpoint by accurate and critical reading.  
4. Draw inferences from reading that lead to discussion and communication in 

writing.  
5. Analyze how a writer uses language and literary devices to develop a main idea.  
6. Evaluate when an author effectively or ineffectively fulfills his/her purpose.  
7. Demonstrate strategies for vocabulary acquisition.   

 
Critical Thinking Objectives.   
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to accomplish the following:  
1.  Generate and develop a defensible inference based on available information.  
2.  Identify, summarize, and synthesize a limited number of sources pertinent to a topic.  

 Distinguish clearly between their own views and the views expressed in outside sources. 
 Identify appropriate, credible, and relevant evidence 
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES   
 

1. Attendance: You are required to attend all class meetings.  If you cannot attend a class due to extenuating 
circumstances, you must notify me well in advance by email (cjodoran@gmail.com).  Please see Attendance 
below. 

 

2. Independent Learning: Each student is responsible for reading any assigned text and handouts and not 
relying entirely on the instructor presenting every detail.  Your primary goal is to become an independent 
learner! 

 

3. Academic Dishonesty: Any dishonesty with homework or assignments will result in a grade of zero.  The 
most egregious act of dishonesty is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is the act of submitting work that is not the result 
of your own labor and thought, including quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing the work of others without 
citation, submitting work that has been written by a friend, family member, or anyone other than you. Please 
read the attached information on Academic Integrity for more information and to find out the consequences 
of plagiarism. Additionally, please read the Student Policies and Procedures online at HFCC. 

 

4. Late Assignments: I will not accept any late assignments.  If you do not submit an assignment when it is 
due, you will receive a zero on that assignment and miss both the opportunity to receive feedback from me as 
well as the opportunity to revise the assignment for a better grade. 

 

5. Two-Pocket Folders: You are responsible for keeping your work neat and well organized in a two-pocket 
folder that will be submitted at the end of the semester as your “Portfolio.” You are responsible for all 
working and revision drafts. I will not accept a paper for revision if you do not include the original graded 
paper. I will give you one two-pocket, three-pronged folder to use as your Portfolio. You must get at least 
one more, as you will need one for your Journal. You are to print out your Journal Responses (typed), three-
hole punch them, and place them in a three-pronged, paper portfolio. 

 

6. Recording Your Grades: Additionally, you must record your own grades on assignments on the grade sheet 
attached to this syllabus.  If you need another grade sheet, request one from me.  Portfolios without a grade 
sheet will receive an automatic “incomplete.”  You must learn to keep track of your own progress. 

 

7. Leaving Class Early: Do not ask to leave class early—unless you have a provable emergency. If I ask the 
class to work on an assignment in class while I check Journal entries, for example, do not ask to leave early: 
Make sure you bring your textbook and your writing assignments to class each class period. 

 

8. Cell Phones, iPods, Etc.: If I see your cell phone, iPod (or any such instrument), or ear phones in view or in 
use, I will ask you to leave class and you will receive an absent mark for that day. 

 

9. Emailing your instructor: Any emails you send to me must include the following—or I will not open and 
read the email: 
 Salutation (such as Dear Ms. Doran,) 
 Closing (such as Best, YourName) 

 

10. Emailing your instructor: Any emails you send to me must include the following in the subject line—or I 
will not open and read the email: 

 

 ENG 131_57_YourFirstName_Purpose of the email (or ENG131_85_YourFirstName_Purpose of email) 
 

 For example, if I were sending you an email about Journaling, my subject line would look like this: 
ENG131_57_Ms.Doran_Journaling – or – ENG131_85_Ms.Doran_Journaling 
 

11. Emailing papers to your instructor for grades: Any papers (attachments) you send me via email must be 
named as follows—or I will not open the paper (attachment) and read it and give you feedback: 

 

 ENG131 (plus course number)_YourFirstName_Paper Title 
 

 For example, if I were sending you a paper I graded, I might use the following: 
        ENG131_57_Ms.Doran_Paper2 or ENG131_85_Ms.Doran_Paper2 
 

12. Classroom Behavior: Insults, slurs, or attacks of any kind will not be allowed in this class. Any student who 
engages in this type of behavior in the classroom will be removed permanently from the class. The student 
will be forced to drop the course in addition to other possible punishment given by Henry Ford Community 
College. In order to have an effective teaching and learning environment, we must practice both respect and 
tolerance, without question. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Attendance is taken daily.  Consistent and punctual class attendance is necessary to successfully complete this 
course.  Do not arrive late or leave the class early.  Remember that the instructor indicates the time to leave.  The 
instructor will notify students if the class will be cancelled for any reason.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Please read the information on Academic Integrity at Henry Ford Community College online at the following: 
http://www.hfcc.edu/current_students/student_policies.asp 
 
While complete information is found at this link, information pertaining directly to plagiarism is as follows: 
 

 Unauthorized acquisition of tests or alteration of grades (such as the stealing of tests, test keys, or grade 
books from faculty offices or elsewhere, or the purchasing of tests or grade books) 

 

 Unauthorized use of notes, books, or other prohibited materials during an examination 
 

 Open cheating on an examination (such as copying from another student’s paper) 
 

 Permitting another person to take a test in the student’s place or receiving unauthorized assistance with 
any work for which academic credit is received 

 

 Providing unauthorized assistance with any work for which academic credit is received 
 

 Revision of graded work in an attempt to receive additional credit fraudulently 
 

 Plagiarism (using another person’s work without acknowledgment) 
 

 Any other conduct intended to obtain academic credit fraudulently or dishonestly. 
 
Please feel free to come and speak with me at any time regarding questions about plagiarism and/or 
copyright. We will address this in class, in detail, but please know that it is common to have 
questions about this topic. 
    

DETERMINATION OF FINAL GRADE 
The grade you receive as your final grade for this course is calculated by adding all your earned points and 
dividing this number by the total possible points for each, individual student. Point totals will vary between 
students, depending on effort.  
 

All final grades are based on the following grade divisions: 
 90—100% = A 
 80—89% = B 
 70—79% = C 
 60—69% = D 
 50% or below = Failing grade: E 

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 Students may receive Writing Lab Referrals instructing them to work in the Learning Lab with writing tutors 

on particular reading and writing areas identified by the instructor.  Students are required to meet with the 
tutor if so referred. 

 

 One week into the semester, I will assign Writing Groups.  Group members are expected to help each other 
improve as writers by providing thoughtful feedback on ideas. Once I assign you to a group, exchange phone 
numbers and e-mail with the two other students who will serve as co-members in your Writing Group.  
Writing Groups may change over the course of the semester, depending on how successfully group members 
work together to better each other’s writing. 

 

 Name Phone Number e-mail 
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PAPER (WRITING) PROJECTS 

1. Sample Writing—My Writing Process (In-Class Paper) 
 This paper will help me to ‘see where you are at’ regarding writing, spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. 
 This paper will not be graded, but it will play an important role in your work this semester. 

2. My Discourse Communities (Minimum of 600 words) 
 In this paper, you will use in-class preparation work and information to identify, explain and define, and 

describe the type of language used in your discourse communities. 
 This will be a narrative paper, where you present information and work from your point of view. 
 Consequently, you will not use outside sources for this paper. 

3. How People Write in My Field (Minimum of 400 words) 
 In this paper, you will use in-class preparation work and information to interpret, demonstrate, sketch and 

answer questions (your own) about your field. 
 This will be a source-based paper: You will be required to find five samples of writing from your field. 
 You may use APA or MLA for documentation and citation for sources for this paper. 

4. What People Do in My Field (Minimum of 500 words) 
 In this paper, you will use in-class preparation work and information to appraise, categorize, 

compare/contrast, criticize, examine, and question what people in your field do in their work. 
 This will be an interview and source-based paper. 

o You will be required to interview someone in this field. 
o You will be required to use three outside sources for this paper 

5. What This All Means to Me (Minimum of 500 words) 
 In this paper, you will use in-class work and preparation to consider, arrange, design, organize, plan, and 

propose what the information you have gathered, so far, means to you, personally. 
 You will use what you have learned from reading, writing, and working through your Journal for this 

paper.  This is a narrative paper where you will try to bring everything together and write a response. 
6. How I Can Best Succeed (Minimum of 1500 words, counting the inclusion of papers #2-#5) 

 In this paper, you will use in-class work and preparation to appraise/asses, argue/defend, predict and 
evaluate how you can best succeed in your major, in order to get a job for which you are qualified and 
one which you enjoy. 

 You will use papers #2-#5 as your source material, working with transitions to combine these papers into 
one large and complete paper. 

7. Topic is to be announced (In-Class Paper) 
 For this paper, you will consider and apply all the tools you have learned throughout the semester to 

create a solid, clear, and professional text. 
 I will review the points in class, that you will need to write this paper, before this day. 

 
 Possible Points for Papers and Assignments 
 

Portfolio 
Document 

Assignment Possible Points 

1 Sample Writing—My Writing Process (In-Class Paper) 50 
2 My Discourse Communities  100 
3 How People Write in My Major 100 
4 What People Do in My Major 150 
5 What This All Means to Me 150 
6 How I Can Best Succeed 200 
7 TBA (In-Class Paper) 100 

Notes 1 Group Conference #1 25 
Notes 2 Partner Conference #2 25 

Separate Journaling (Journal) 100 
 Attendance (Deduction of points for missed classes) Deductions only 
 Professionalism and Respectfulness (Deduction of points for problems) Deductions only 

Total Possible Points 1000 
 

Note: Students will earn at least half the points possible for an assignment for seriously attempting to complete 
the assignment. 
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TURNING IN PAPERS—GRADES AND FEEDBACK 
Each paper you write must be typed, saved as a Word document, and emailed to me as an attachment. I will 
grade your paper and give you feedback using the review tools in Word. Please print out these graded papers 
(that you receive from me). 

 If you wish, you may revise Papers #2--#5 – one time — based on my feedback. 
 To receive a revision grade, you must include my original feedback draft, with grade, when you submit 

your revised paper. 
 To receive a revision grade, you must also take your paper to the writing center for tutor feedback or see 

me. If you choose to see me, you must bring a copy of your original paper—with my comments—and 
written questions you have about the paper and how to revise it. NOTE: I will not meet with you and read 
through your paper to edit or ‘fix’ your paper for revision. 

 When I grade your papers, I will edit one, short section of each paper for grammar, punctuation, spelling, 
and syntax errors. I will deduct points for grammar, spelling, punctuation, and syntax errors. 
Consequently, please edit your work. There will be more information on this in the paper assignment 
handouts. 

 
JOURNALING 
Beginning the second week, you are to keep a Journal where you read and respond to one document per week 
during the semester for a total of nine weeks (Week 2—Week 10). Unless I tell you otherwise, you will find 
these documents on your own. 

1. Each document must be a full-length article from a peer-reviewed journal, a magazine, or the Internet. 
2. Each document must be credible. 
3. Not all documents can be of the same type: Please choose from various types of documents. 
4. Your Journal writing must be typed, printed, and placed in a three-hole paper portfolio, just like the one I 

gave you for your Papers. 
 
You are to include the following information and work through the document as follows, reading each 
document three times:  
 

1. Information/Documentation 
1. Include the full title. 
2. Include the author’s full name. 
3. Include the copyright information: Date of publication, publisher or URL 
4. Include a copy or URL of the document. 

 

II. Read through one time 
1. First impressions: Write out your first feelings or thoughts about the document. How do you feel after 

reading it? (curious, interested, confused, smarter, etc.) Explain why. 
2. Write a brief summary (one short paragraph) 
3. Audience: To whom do you think the author is writing? Why? 

 

III. Read through a second time 
1. Author’s Purpose: Whether stated outright or not, state what you believe to be the purpose of the 

author. 
2. Follow through: Does the author follow through with what he/she promises? If not, what does he/she 

do instead? If yes, how? 
3. Bias: Does the author seem to be biased for or against his/her topic? If yes, explain. 
4. Credibility: Does the author have the ‘right’ to talk about this topic? Explain. 
5. Application: How might the information in this document apply to you/your life? Explain. 

 

IV. Read through a third time: 
1. Paraphrasing: Understand the document well enough that you can (after this third reading) put away 

the document and summarize it in your own words. 
2. Please be ready to paraphrase any of your documents if asked. 

 
This journal work must be typed, printed out, and placed in a three-hole punch paper portfolio (just like 
the one I gave you for your Paper Portfolio). Please keep up with your Journal work and bring it to class 
every day, as I may ask to see your Journal work, and I may ask you to paraphrase your readings to me. 
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CONFERENCES 
You are required to attend two conference sessions. One will be a Group Conference and one will be a Partner 
Conference. 
 
After each of these conferences, you are to type up and print out a one-page, double-spaced response paper on 
what questions you had answered, through the conference, and what questions you still have. Please check the 
Calendar for due dates. Be sure to perform a spell and grammar check. 
 
PORTFOLIO CONTENTS AND ORGANIZATION 
Your Portfolio must be organized in this order or I will either a) not accept it or b) lower your final grade 
by one, whole letter grade. 
 

1. Place your First Name and Last Name initial in the upper, right-hand corner. Print this neatly. 
2. Cover Page with the course number and name, your name, your instructor’s name, and the date 
3. Paper #1 
4. Paper #2—Final, Revised Draft 
5. Paper #2—Older drafts, peer reviews, feedback, etc. 
6. Paper #3—Final, Revised Draft 
7. Paper #3—Older drafts, peer reviews, feedback, etc. 
8. Paper #4—Final, Revised Draft 
9. Paper #4—Older drafts, peer reviews, feedback, etc. 
10. Paper #5—Final, Revised Draft 
11. Paper #5—Older drafts, peer reviews, feedback, etc. 
12. Paper #6—Final, Revised Draft 
13. Paper #6—Older drafts, peer reviews, feedback, etc. 
14. Grade Sheet: Please make sure this is clean. 
15. Extra Credit (Up to 25 points will be given for this paper. I will give you more information on this later. 

 
Please note that the newest (final) paper is to be placed in the portfolio on top of the drafts and other copies of 
each paper. In other words, each revision and peer review draft must be under the newest version of each paper. 
(This does not apply to Paper #1, as there was no revision, feedback or peer review for this paper.)   
 

When I open your Portfolio, I should see the title page, then Paper #1, then Paper #2 (final version), then Paper 
#2 (peer-review and instructor-feedback versions), then Paper #3 (final version), then Paper #3 (peer-review and 
instructor-feedback versions), etc. 
 

The papers/pages in your Portfolio must be clean and unwrinkled, as much as possible. Consequently, as soon as 
you get your papers back from peer review and instructor feedback, three-hole punch them and insert them in 
your Portfolio. 
 
 
HEADER/HEADING FORMAT FOR ALL PAPERS 
Times New Roman, 12-point font; one-inch margins all around, header with page number, and heading 
 
 
 
          Your Name, Page # 
 
   
  English 131—Section Number, Fall 2009 

Your Name 
Ms. Doran 
Assignment # and Name 
Title 
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GRADE SHEET    NAME __________________________________ 
  

A 90—100% 
B 80—89% 
C 70—79% 
D 60—69% 
E 59 or below 
 

Assignment Name Points Earned Total Points 
Possible so far 

% Grade 
 At this point  

Paper #1 (in-class paper)  Paper #1: 50 pts  
No Revision on Paper #1    

 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 50  
 

Group Conference  Group Conference: 25 pts  
    
 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 75  
    

Paper #2  Paper #2: 100 pts  
Revision of #2    

 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 175  
 

Paper #3  Paper #3: 100 pts  
Revision of #3    

 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 275  
 

Paper #4  Paper #4: 150 pts  
Revision of #4    

 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 425  
 

Paper #5  Paper #5: 150 pts  
Revision of #5    

 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 575  
    

Partner Conference  Partner Conference: 25 pts  
    
 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 600  

 

Paper #6  Paper #6: 200 pts  
Revision of #6    

 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 800  
 

Paper #7 (in-class paper)  Paper #7: 100 pts  
No Revision on Paper #7    

 Total points earned so far: Possible points so far: 900  
 

Journal Total points earned so far: Possible Points: 100 pts Final Journal Grade:  
 
 

 

 Total Points Earned:      Possible Points: 1000 Final Grade 
 
 
 

 


