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I am so glad that I had the opportunity to talk with Becky about editing.  Before I had even started asking 
my specific questions, she eagerly shared with me the type of work she has done and how she got to her 
current position.  I was excited to learn that we have a lot of common interests that helped us decide on 
editing over so many other career choices.  For instance, she has always loved reading more than writing, 
even though she is quite good at writing.  And she originally wanted to work with novels as opposed to 
journalistic works.  I also appreciated the fact that she did not learn for certain what career path she 
wanted to pursue until after her junior year of college.  After interviewing Becky, I get the sense that the 
field of publishing is full of opportunities even for people like me who do not have a lot of experience yet.   
And I do not have to move to a big city to find the best editing job for me. The important thing is to keep 
working at it, to keep making career goals for myself because I may start out standing at a copy machine 
most days before I actually get to read through texts and evaluate them. 
 
Becky gave me good advice about things that I can do now to pursue a career in publishing.  The first 
thing she mentioned that really helped her out is Literary Marketplace.  She picked out publishing 
companies that interested her, and sent out about 50 résumés. One of the things I will do over Christmas 
break is pick up Literary Marketplace from Peter White Public Library and compose a list of publishing 
companies that sound interesting to me.  I am aware that there are many online databases I could 
reference in a moment’s notice, but I do better with a book and a piece paper in front of me with a pen in 
my hand.  Once I have that written list, I will feel more accomplished than if I were to copy and paste my 
choices from a list of companies somewhere online. 
 
Becky and I did not talk much about her writing or my own, but she does do some journalistic writing for 
Northern Horizons.  In English 205 this semester, I learned that becoming a published writer first can 
help me evolve into an editing position.  Any experience in the field of publishing would help, and 
writing is one of the easiest things to try.   The worst that can happen is that my work gets rejected.  I 
have always had a fear of others reading something I have written.  I think it is because I am so critical of 
my own writing.  What I need to do is tone down my inner voice that says “No” and finally make a better 
effort to get published.  So another task I plan to do over break is submit a piece of writing to LitUP. It is 
an online magazine that has posted a deadline at the end of the year for submissions of literature about the 
Upper Peninsula.  Admittedly, I have very little idea of what I will write about, but I have decided that the 
genre of writing will be journalism.  I should face my general dislike of this genre, and try to change my 
attitude about it because it is very likely that I will work in this genre during my professional career in 
publishing. 
 
I am very grateful that Becky shared so much about what she does with layouts.  She stressed the 
importance of learning the basics of graphic design.  I have never taken a course in graphic design.  After 
talking with Becky, I wish that I had.  Becky did not take any graphic design classes either, and she put 
me at ease about my lack of some of the more artistic skills in publishing.  For example, Becky decides 
where things go on a page, but she does not do a lot of work with creating the photos or images 
themselves.  Mostly, the students handle that.  I do not need to be an expert in graphic design; I just need 
a general understanding.  Becky said that even if I may not work with the design programs myself, I will 
still be working very closely with the people who are using them.  It is necessary to understand the 
terminology that people in graphic design use.  I still have questions about graphic design and layout 
programs.  I want to see how text and photos can be put together to make an attractive navigational web 
page.  Becky mentioned Quirk Express.  I had never heard of that program before, and I am very 
interested in learning to use it and other ones like it. 



 
I still see myself entering the journalism field as a writer before I become an editor.  There is a chance 
that I will start out more like a secretary, taking notes and making copies of things, but based on 
everything Becky shared about her own experience, journalistic writing is quite common in the world of 
publishing.  One way that Becky exercises her editing talent is by exposing herself to a bunch of different 
writing styles.  She is able to do that through the genre of journalism.  I did not have to make a note in 
order to remember that she specifically mentioned reading Sunday editions of the New York Times.  Now 
that I reflect on it, I wonder why she chose that newspaper so particularly, especially if she is not 
enamored with New York.  However, I can see how a paper like that would have more variety than the 
Sunday edition of the Mining Journal. 
 
I think that Becky has the right idea about the future of editing and publishing.  Print is going electronic.  
My first choices where reading and writing are concerned are physical pages, pen, and paper, and I know 
that I am not the only one.  Print will not disappear entirely, but there is much more opportunity in 
electronic publishing.  I plan to focus my efforts there.  One skill I have already developed through my 
education is how to read, write, and think critically while using computers and online communications 
and media.  I am much more comfortable using the web now than when I started high school, and I do not 
foresee any difficulties in possibly working in publishing from home. I include an expectation that 
technology can and will sometimes fail me, as was the case when my hard drive crashed last week.  
Thankfully, I had all of my documents backed up before I took the Lenovo to the computer help desk.  I 
know that I have a determination that will keep me motivated (and organized) during projects in which I 
cannot have a publishing team around me. 
 
I do hope to start out as part of team.  I have a meeting set with Cindy Paavola, the director of the 
Communications and Marketing, this Friday. I am hoping to get an internship there.  Becky said 
Communications and Marketing is always working on something and finding enough work to earn three 
credits should not be a difficulty.  She seemed almost as eager for me to become an editor as I am for 
myself. 


