
June 4, 2012 
 
Re: Course Response Letter 
 
Professor Doran’s EN 493 Senior Seminar class is one of the most valuable courses I’ve taken 
during my time at NMU. The manner in which the class is constructed—with a choice to focus 
on a graduate school application, job application, or personal project—ensures that all students 
are able to prepare for their respective futures, regardless of what route they plan to take upon 
graduating. 
 
During my semester of EN 493, I elected to work on a personal project. I knew I wanted it to 
relate to starting a small design business, but I was unsure about the specifics. With Professor 
Doran’s guidance, I came up with a plan that supplemented my English Writing major while 
allowing me to explore additional interests. Eventually, my project grew to include research on 
other brands and a response paper based on my findings, a mission statement, a future timeline, 
project idea lists, a fully-functioning blog, and more, along with other useful assignments; for 
example, a resume and an essay on literary theory. I ended up surprising myself with how much I 
accomplished in the course, and I owe much of that to Professor Doran.  
 
As a professor, she made a strong effort to understand my goals for the class in order to provide 
the best possible direction. She was flexible enough to allow me to make changes to my project 
as those goals changed and as the semester progressed. She also possessed a wealth of helpful 
resources and information, which she readily shared. The course setup of meeting every other 
week for a brief conference encouraged independent work; it also showed consideration of the 
many other obligations a college senior has. Throughout the course, Professor Doran stressed 
professionalism in email and personal communication, assignments, and the final portfolio; this 
especially was one of my favorite aspects of the class. At first, her requirements seemed 
intimidating, but they truly helped me to prepare for future professional communication and 
made me focus on exactly what I wanted to say. 
 
Professor Doran is one of the most supportive, caring, and knowledgeable professors I have had 
during my several years at NMU, and EN 493 is perhaps the most important class I have taken. 
The class as she has structured it epitomizes an effective capstone course, and I absolutely feel 
that I am more prepared for my postgraduate career because of it. I strongly believe that the 
course and Professor Doran are valuable assets to NMU’s English program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amanda Cook 
amacook@nmu.edu 
 


