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Bloom’s Taxonomy consists of knowledge gathering (and realizing what the writer already knows), applying that 
knowledge to a specific topic, issue, or argument (etc.), analyzing the knowledge/information by using critical 
thinking skills, putting the information back together to make ‘new’ knowledge, and evaluating the process and/or 
the product. 

 

Used individually, Bloom’s Taxonomy is a tool to develop higher levels of cognitive thinking. Additionally – it 
will help you write a better paper. 
 

1. Knowledge: Before you can reach an audience and present any kind of information, you have to have 
knowledge of that information – define, duplicate, repeat, or memorize information 
 

2. Comprehension: In order to reach an audience with that information, you have to be able to understand it well 
enough to explain it to another person. At this point, you may want to use some of the words on the Bloom’s 
Taxonomy website to write to your audience: classify, describe, explain, identify, report, restate, review, etc. -- 
describe, discuss, explain, or classify ideas and concepts 
 

3. Application: Here comes the ‘So what?!’ perspective. At this point you have a knowledge base and you 
understand it—but what are you going to do? And how are you going to hook your reader? How can you make this 
interesting to them? Answer? Find out how you can make this applicable to something in their lives – dramatize, 
demonstrate, or interpret information in a new way 

 

4. Analysis: Ok, so you’ve applied this knowledge base to some focal point of interest or need of your audience. 
Don’t stop there: Analyze this information – compare, contrast or use logic to identify and troubleshoot a problem 

a. Is your writing purpose to inform? examine, categorize, appraise 
b. Is your writing purpose to persuade? contrast, criticize, differentiate, distinguish, question 
c. Is your writing purpose to sell? appraise, compare, discriminate, experiment, test 
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5. Synthesis: This is the section where you present possible solutions, present data, formulate and construct new 
ideas or proposals, and propose those solutions/ideas to your audience – combine, compile, modify, or organize 
parts together to form a new whole 
 

6. Evaluation: This is exactly like it sounds. Here you will evaluate your possible solutions/ideas for your 
audience – appraise, argue, defend, support, compare 
 
 
 
Levels 1: Knowledge  - After you have worked through Narrowing a Topic! 
 

First, what information does your audience need? (You have to determine this based on your audience(s), the 
context, and the content.) 

• What do I know about this topic? 
• What do I not know about this topic? 
• Could I explain this topic to a friend? 
• Do I need to do research on this topic? 
• If yes… how do I find out what to research? 
• Have I learned enough about this to apply it to my thesis/main point? 

 
Second, how can you get that information to your audience?  

• Arrange your ideas in a clear and concise manner. 
• Duplicate these ideas by repeating them using different applications, such as text and images, etc. 
• Label information to make it more accessible. 
• Name ideas, criteria, etc. – by defining these names, ideas, etc. 
• Organize and order ideas, criteria using bullets, etc. 
• Recall and relate ideas/criteria by referencing to previous incidents, situations, etc. 
• Present the ideas/criteria using different stories, application, etc. 

 
Level 2. Comprehension 
First, how well does your audience understand this information? Once you determine their level of knowledge you 
can follow through with some or all of the following:  

• Classify: Divide information into specific divisions, sections, etc. 
• Describe: Use details and examples to explain. 
• Explain: Use explicit steps to explain the information. 
• Identify: Pick out the main points and emphasize them. 
• Indicate: Refer to other, similar points. 
• And so on with the rest of these: locate, recognize, report, restate, review, select, translate 
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Level 3. Application 
Your audience will only pay attention and retain this information – if this information is important to them. 
Consequently, it is your job to make it important to them. Here are a few ideas from Bloom’s Taxonomy:  

• Demonstrate the importance by choosing specific ideas/criteria that relate directly to the company (or the 
individual). 

• Dramatize the information by presenting a story that relates to them/their company. 
• Illustrate the information by giving specific and interesting examples. 
• Interpret the information by explaining how this information is important to them. Do not expect 

your audience to make this connection by themselves. 
• Solve issues by applying the information directly to the problem(s) at hand. 
• And so on… 

 
You will need to consider what genre you want to use to express your ideas – after considering your choice of  
audience: 

• What do I want to say? 
• How do I want to say it? 
• Whom do I want to read it? 
• Why? 
• What writing strategies should I use? 

For example, for a book review, you will present your opinion and judgment of the book, using sound 
logic/reasoning. For a literature review, you will present your stance on the author’s take, or the metaphors in the 
piece, etc. For a genre critique, you need to determine if the text does what it claims to do, etc. For a white paper, 
where you would provide approximately three possible solutions to a problem, you need to address the reason for 
your research and apply it to the question at hand. 

This portion of your writing includes an expansion of knowledge and comprehension to a specific topic in a way 
that shows you know what you’re talking about, why you’re talking about it, and why it’s important. 

Level 4. Analyze 
Be willing – and ready – to address the information/ideas you are presenting. Accept the fact that there are pros as 
well as cons to your ideas. This is where you take the ideas apart and look at them from various perspective – to 
apply this information to your own idea(s). 

• Appraise: Consider the quality and/or the importance of your information/idea 
• Calculate: Quantitatively, consider the benefits and drawbacks, and this may include financial. 
• Categorize: Include a table that lists – clearly and concisely – the pros and cons. 
• Compare/Contrast: Using another idea (or multiple ideas) or using existing practices, compare and contrast 

the application of your information/ideas. 
• Differentiate: Clearly state the difference between your information/ideas and current 

information/ideas/applications. 
• Discriminate: Be candid – and state the weaknesses as well as the strengths of each. 
• Examine and Question: Do not be afraid to include studies as proof and as pause to consider. 
• Experiment and Test: (You may not be using this stage.) 
• Critique: Criticize an idea or perspective using sound reasoning. 
• Examine: Analyze metaphors and/or analogies used in the text (usually used in literary analyses). 
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Level 5: Synthesis 
Synthesis is a way of making new knowledge: considering another person’s ideas and coming up with your own 
‘take’ or interpretation or application. 

• Develop a new idea. 
• Rewrite a section of the text. 
• Revise an idea of the author. 
• Formulate a possible and new application. 
• Plan how the author’s ideas could be used in different situations or in the future. 
• Collect new data. 
• Arrange the author’s ideas into a new perspective. 
• Answer your question from the Analysis level. 

 

Level 6: Evaluation 
The last level is evaluating – your work, interpretation, application, etc. or evaluating a product you have come up 
with through your work/writing. It is not enough to present the information. You need to justify it or be honest and 
show valid problems. 

• Appraise your judgments. 
• Argue that more information is needed – and show cause. 
• Predict what might happen with the author’s work – or your take on it – in the future. 
• Defend your stance, using reasonable logic. 
• Support further research. 
• Appraise the finished product. 
• Compare where you began to where you are now. 

Most beginning writers only work through the first two levels: Knowledge and Comprehension. You may have 
completed an assignment in the past only to get a C grade on it… and perhaps you didn’t know why. Your writing 
was good, your understanding was sound. Why didn’t you get an A? It may be because you did not delve far 
enough into the subject. The application of Bloom’s levels will help you in the future. 

 


