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Bloom’s Taxonomy Application for White Papers 
 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Here is some specific application to the Bloom’s Taxonomy. If you remember correctly, Bloom’s taxonomy is made up 

of six levels, beginning with Knowledge, Comprehension (or Understanding), Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and 

Evaluation. 
 

Any strong communication uses these levels. The more in depth a communication, the higher up the writer goes in using 

these levels.  
 

1. For example, if I were to write a brief pharmaceutical pamphlet that would be included in the drug packet, I 

might include Knowledge, Comprehension, and Application 

a. Knowledge: I might define the drug—of what it is made. 

b. Comprehension: I might describe and explain the drug—what it does. 

c. Application: I might demonstrate any side effects. 
 

2. If I were to write a brochure on the available pharmaceuticals available for depression for doctors, I would 

include Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, and Analysis: 

a. Knowledge: I might define each drug. 

b. Comprehension: I might describe and explain what each drug does. 

c. Application: I might demonstrate any side effects. 

d. Analysis: I might compare and contrast the two drugs. 
 

3. If I were to write this same brochure on the available pharmaceuticals available for depression, for patients, I 

would include Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, and Synthesis: 

a. Knowledge: define 

b. Comprehension: describe and explain 

c. Application: demonstrate side effects 

d. Analysis: compare and contrast the two drugs 

e. Synthesis: I might construct medical scenarios that would allow me to illustrate each drug’s pros and 

cons; I might assemble various types of depression and apply each drug to each type or group of 

depression symptoms. Etc.  

f. The Evaluation could be the discussion the patient would have with him/herself, with his/her 

spouse/family, and/or with the doctor—since a brochure cannot evaluate each reader of the brochure. 
 

For the White Paper, you need to deal with levels 1—5. Level #6 is for the decision-making readers of the white 

paper. Consequently, you will not argue or defend a particular solution—even though you are presenting these possible 

solutions. 
 

Examples of each level within your white paper: 

! Levels 1 and 2: You must begin the paper—and each section—with a solid overview of the issue, such as 

background and history, to guide your three readers. For example, in the introduction, you will want to state 

what you are going to actually do in this paper. For each section, you will want to state what this section is about 

(in headings, subheadings and topic sentences) in order to apply, analyze, etc. this information. 

! Level 3: For application, you must state what how this information is relevant to your point. For example, if you 

are creating a section of your paper where you are talking about use of funds collected within a non-profit 

organization, you will have introduced the data or information about the funds (Level 1 and 2), and here in Level 

3 you could discuss how this affects this specific organization. 

! Level 4: For analysis, you must use the information you have given your reader to appraise, criticize, bring up 

questions about the usage of these funds, and perhaps categorize the usage in a graph or table… objectively. 

! Level 5: For synthesis, you might formulate conclusions about the usage of these funds and construct an 

overview of the evolution of the usage of the funds by this organization. 

 

Possible Solutions: 

Use this same process when you present your three possible solutions… and here are some possible examples: 

! Level 1 and 2: Summarize the information—already in your paper—that would apply to a possible solution. 

! Level 3—Application:  Demonstrate and give examples of how this solution might be workable. 

! Level 4—Analysis:  Compare and contrast the possible outcomes of each solution and offer some questions that 

should be considered by the readers. 

! Level 5—Synthesis: Formulate possible outcomes of this possible solution. 
 

NOTE: Make sure you present pros and cons of each solution. This is part of being credible and unbiased. 


