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May 10, 2012 
 
Re: An Appreciation of the Teaching and Expertise of Adjunct Professor Jo Doran 
 
As an English Writing major here at Northern Michigan University, I wish to express the many ways in which I 
have benefited from having Jo Doran as my professor. In both EN 205 Intro. to Prof. Writing and EN 493 Senior 
Seminar: The English Professional, her approach to the material profoundly affected my development as a 
creative writer. Professor Doran even led me to expand my horizons in terms of what I would include as part of 
my personal career and writing interests. At the same time, I was pushed to map out, in depth, my immediate 
future and to improve my writing methodology. 
 
For example, in EN 493 I learned how to write a paper consciously grounded within the spectrum of literary 
theories, and I gained an entirely new understanding of that topic. I also learned how to craft a resume and just 
about every vital piece of information pertaining to that skill. These are just a few of the many documents and 
forms of writing that I practiced producing in the course. Professor Doran did an excellent job of presenting 
these topics and the underlying  thought processes and techniques that connect them all. I also benefited 
immensely from her structuring of the course to allow for a large, customizable main project. I was thus able to 
work on a specific writing project at the same time that I researched professional venues, learned about 
managing a multi-faceted project, and wrote a cover letter.  
 
Professor Doran also provided a large number of resources for each topic, which was extremely helpful to me. In 
EN 205, she always secured speakers who were professionally well-advanced in the genre in which they 
specialized. In this course as well as in 493, she provided up-to-date knowledge that I felt was highly important 
for English majors going into a number of professional situations. Even in the classroom itself, she introduced a 
professional atmosphere that forced me to be more attentive and to try harder. She also took time to offer me any 
extra guidance I might need during the course.  
 
I would strongly recommend her teaching style to another English student or any student seeking to learn about 
writing and the professional sphere.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thorin Burkhard-Horn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


