
NELI 

Elective	  Course	  October	  2013	  	  

Listening	  and	  Speaking 

Instructor: Dinara Fisher 
Office: Room 157 Whitman Hall 
Office hours:  

- Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 2:40 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Phone: 906-362-1558 
E-mail:difisher@nmu.edu 
Class time:  

- Monday - Friday: 1:10 to 2:10 p.m. 
Classroom: Whitman Hall, Room 142 
Textbook: not required 
 
Course Objectives:  

1. Students will learn about American culture through different topics provided each day 
during the elective course.   

2. Students will learn new vocabulary through watching videos and participating in 
discussions. 

3. Students will attend a Public Radio station and TV station, which are in the basement of 
NMU. They will talk to people who work for the stations and learn more about NMU 
campus and Marquette community. 

4. Students will learn about USA national parks, Michigan state parks, and they will make a 
presentation about one of the national parks in their countries. 

5. Students will learn to understand people and talk to them in academic environments on 
academic topics, understand academic information, and take notes. 
 

Daily activities and assignments 
 

1. Monday, October 14. Topic: Thinking American. English as an only language. 
Borrowings. A lesson includes a video, a Power Point presentation, new vocabulary, and 
borrowings from other languages. The homework assignment is to find borrowings that 
come from students` native languages. 

2. Tuesday, October 15. Topic: Schools, colleges – education in America. This lesson 
includes two videos, a discussion, new vocabulary, a search on the Internet about 
college ranking, and Nobel Prize Winners.	  

3. Wednesday, October 16.Topic: Ills, pills and bills. This lesson includes a video about the 
health care system in USA and a video about new medical care; new vocabulary; and a 
discussion. 

4. Thursday, October 17. Topic:	  Behind the scenes. What does NMU offer and you do not 
know about?  This class includes a visit to the Public TV station and Public Radio Station 
(NPR Radio) on NMU’s campus. 

5. Friday, October 18. Topic: National Parks in USA. This lesson includes a video about  
Mount Rushmore, its history, and what it represents to American people. This lesson 
also includes another video about federal parks, state parks and local parks in 
Michigan’s UP. The homework assignment is to have each make a Power Point 
presentation about one of the national parks in the student’s country. 
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RULES 

NELI STUDENT HONOR CODE AGREEMENT 

 Learning English requires work, dedication, and a good attitude. In order to make your 
time here successful and your interactions with your instructor respectful, we require all 
ESL students to agree to the following code of behavior: I will never miss my classes, 
except for a serious and excused reason. 

 
 I will always be on time to class. 

 
 I will always do my homework and come to class prepared. If I am confused by my 

homework, I will ask my teacher for help instead of not doing the homework. 
 
 I will respect myself, my teacher, and other students in class. I will not be rude or 

dismissive. 
 
 I will work hard to learn the English language and speak it as often as possible. 
 
 I will always participate in classroom activities. 
 
 I will participate in extracurricular activities. 
 
 I will not plagiarize any of my work. If I do not understand what plagiarism is, I will ask 

my instructor or the NELI Coordinator. 
 
 I will purchase all the required textbooks for my courses. I understand that my grade 

may suffer if I do not have the books on time. 
 
 I will bring any questions or problems I have to my instructor or the NELI Coordinator. 
 
 I am aware of and agree to the attendance and grade policies in the student handbook 

 
 
 

CELL PHONE USE 
 

Your phone is to be turned off or turned to vibrate and put away in your backpack during 
class. According to the NELI Coordinator, your cell phone may be taken away from you 
during class if you do not follow these requirements. Class includes all Team Teaching 
times – whether in the classroom or outside of the classroom. If you do not abide by this, 
you may be asked to leave and you will earn a zero for attendance.  

  
ATTENDANCE	  	  POLICIES 

 
Attendance in class is expected at all times. 
 
All NELI students must attend classes and make normal progress in learning English. 
Students must take their NELI courses seriously or failure may result.  

NOTE: A minimum of 85% attendance per session is required for a passing grade. 
This equals missing a maximum of 4 days. If you miss more than 4 days, you may be 
dismissed from the NELI program. Falling below the 80% attendance mark will affect 
F-1 Visa Status as students must be attending a full-time program.  If you are 
dismissed from the program, you will forfeit any tuition. 
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Please note that instructors submit attendance sheets to the NELI Coordinator every 
week on Friday.  

Students are allowed two (2) excused absences: 

• Excused absences consist of: personal illness, severe illness or death in the family, and 
most religious holidays (upon approval). 

• Excused absences do not include: Ramadan, oversleeping/forgetting to set alarm clock, 
doctor’s appointments, stress, family drama, shopping trips, vacations, family visits, and 
any other extracurricular affairs. 

• If you miss a class and make up all the work, you will lose all of your participation and 
good behavior points for that day (unless your absence is one of the two excused 
absences). 

 
 If you are unsure of what is or is not an excused absence, ask your instructor. 

Once you have accumulated three (3) absences, even if they are ‘”excused,” the NELI 
Coordinator will be notified. After four (4) absences, you will be asked to meet with the NELI 
Coordinator. In the event of five (5) absences, your status in the program will be evaluated and 
my face removal from the NELI program. 
	  
	  

GRADING  SYSTEM 
 

Only participation and behavior is graded in this elective course. 
10 points equal 100% 

 
QUESTIONS	  ABOUT	  ATTENDANCE	  

 
If I bring in a written excuse, will my absence be excused? Yes, but only for two 
absences. 

If I come in late for a class, will I be marked as absent? Since each instructor takes 
attendance at the beginning of class, you may be counted as absent if you are late by more 
than 5 minutes. 

What happens if I leave class early? Will I be counted as absent? Yes. You will be 
counted as absent for that day – unless you have discussed your reason for leaving early 
and have your instructor’s approval to leave early. 

What if I am sick? You will need to count this toward the total number of absences. In the 
event of serious illness that keeps you out of class for more than two days, contact the 
NELI Coordinator to request a review of your situation. Regardless of the illness and the 
outcome of your review, you will be required to make up all missed work. 

If I get a letter from a doctor, is my absence excused? Yes, provided you have not 
exceeded your maximum number of excused absences (2). 

What if I have a religious obligation? You must discuss this with your instructor in 
advance if you plan to be absent for religious reasons. You are responsible for any and all 
work that you miss. If you do not make up the work – including one-on-one work with the 
instructor, group work, and/or individual work – you will be counted as absent for that day. 
(Please note that the Saudi Cultural Mission specifically states that student may not miss 
class for Ramadan.) 
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Is the Cultural Mission notified if I am absent? Yes.  Every week, the NELI Coordinator 
shares the information from the Weekly Progress Reports information with the Cultural 
Mission. 

While the NELI Coordinator (and possibly instructors) will send attendance warnings 
by email to the student, it is the students’ responsibility to follow the attendance 
policy. 

 
For every class you get points for your participation. 10 points equal 100%. You will 
lose your points if you behave inappropriately, do not participate, do not listen, do not 
answer the questions, or if you day dream. This grade is very important (35%) and it 
affects your overall grade for the course. If it is low, you will have to retake the same 
course. 
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Please read the Student Handbook and this paragraph in particular for the Student Code on 
Academic Honesty 

 
1. Academic Dishonesty  

No students shall intentionally or unintentionally participate in academic dishonesty. If a 
student is uncertain about an issue of academic honesty, s/he should consult the faculty 
member to resolve questions in any situation prior to the submission of any academic 
work. This regulation does not preclude an academic penalty imposed by a faculty 
member as provided for in Student Rights and Responsibilities, Section 1.2.3.  

 
ADA statement: 
If you have a need for disability-related accommodations or services, please inform the 
Coordinator of Disability Services in the Dean of Students Office at 2001 C. B. Hedgcock 
Building (227-1700). Reasonable and effective accommodations and services will be provided 
to students if requests are made in a timely manner, with appropriate documentation, in 
accordance with federal, state, and University guidelines. 
 
This is an adventure! I hope you will enjoy the experience and improve you listening and 
speaking skills to be enrolled in NMU! Good Luck!  
 
	  
	  


